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To the President and Chief Officer of the Executive Committee Southem Baptist Convention
From the Executive Committee Japan Baptist Convention February 18, 2002
Request for Action Concerning U.S. President Bush’s Visit to Japan
—-Upholding the principle of Separation of Religion and State--

Praise the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Though our countries are located on the each side of the Pacific Ocean, we are delighted in
believing in the same God through the name of Jesus..

As you already know, President George Bush will visit Japan from February 17 to 19. During his
stay here a visit is scheduled to Meiji-Jingu Shinto Shrine with the Japanese Prime Minister Koizumi,
likely on the morning of the 18th. Meiji-Jingu Shrine is a private religious institution in which the
Emperor Metji and his Empress have been enshrined as deities. That the Prime Minister visits  Meiji-
Jingu with President Bush is obviously a violation of the principle of separation of religion and politics
(state) clearly outlined in Article 20 of the Constitution of Japan. Such political demonstration has a
tremendous effect in propagating an exclusive Nationalistic-Shintoist Japan. We are very concerned
that your President not allow himself to be involved in such political-religious propaganda.

We know that the Southern Baptist Convention has the influence to petition your President to
respect the principle of separation of religion and state as outlined by our Constitution. We
respectfully request you advise the U.S. President not to participate in an act that would compromise an
important principle of our Baptist faith and send the wrong political message.

We are firmly convinced that your urgent action to the President would prove we Baptists are an
international faith-community, vitally interested in our respective countries, and would as such glorify
the God we believe in.

May God bless you and all Southern Baptist churches. In the Name of the Savior,
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